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See plantation ‘life > 
fold uring and. after the War 
‘the States; shee country life 


tre knew so well. 

[Mi wath sharp Veontrast to the 
uuythical Tomanticism then so much in 
‘Toque, due'in large part, it was thought, 
{othe influence of Sir Walter Scott, whose 
novels did much to shape Virginia thought. 
Mr. Page felt that thesé writers allowed 
‘ther imagination ‘to carty them too far 
‘Inte the realm of crystal chandeliers, satin 
‘Evmms and the subtle fragrance olf honey- 
stekle ‘traling ‘over (garden fences, He 
‘dhiays said that he had no fluency, go set 
down only what he knew, and tried to make 
bis impressions clear, 


‘His first teacher was his cousin, Miss , 


Jennie Neon, who had a small school 
‘in her home about a mile from “Oakland,” 
‘tnd who later joined the’faculty of Welles- 
ley College. Little Tom already was able 
toread and write because his grandmother 
ad taught him from the Bible. Henry 
Aylety wes another pupll at that school. 
Later he atd his brother, Rosewell, were 
‘taught by Charles Minor,’also a kinsman, 
hove sbomne was five miles away, and 
e Fas Nota school bus in the whol 

‘Both boys walked. They 

years that thpse miles 
vere aan very Jpng indeed, but they never 
hougtt ot home. 


« ‘His First Publication 


| Tom Page began to write when he was 
‘a child and he never stopped until he 
breathed his last, there on: the lawn. at 
‘POakland”.m 1922, His gerllest Published 
mmatseript was an Acrostic Printed in The 
ne Car ae ‘thd tost long ago. His 
s say They nothing about it 
eae eri etn ratrence to 
‘pem ‘when going through ‘his 


~ Thomas Nelson 
in Hanover, Al 


went from Charles Minot 
& student there when General 
Mrs. Frank §. Johns, of, Richmond, his 
niece, said recently that oné of her uncle's 
was an essay 
1, the conclusion 
rote In parenthesis "Prebebly Stolen” 
On leaving coliege ‘he returned to “Oak- 
land” for year and then went to the 
University of Virginja, where he got his 
law degree and began to 
mond. He later recelvedibe 


of plagiarism, 
he w 


‘Thomas Nelson Pageltobe printed in a 
€ national Peroalen for which he wag paid: 
all of e editor. ‘had held It four, 
“years before se it. puftits immediate 
‘popularity was sovéreat that a second 
“story, “Meb Lady,” was it promptly taken 
and as promptly published. Many other 
stories followed, not Century, but 
Min Harper's and ithe latter a new: 
magazine. “ 
“A bad an pre ‘wore ,Page’s life-long 
companions ale jhe: ‘was rarely 
aoe fought out at almost 


iso as 
‘centration: But it was never safe to think | Rid 
kre an 


f he,had,not heard. He always m 
minds cre a 
s0 long before the! household 
Moret 
hhe had to do any revision. 


eariea ane 
cooove—onmbiee 27 roe apes 
35 years. His first novel was “in’Ol 


ginia,” published by Scribner in 1887, whil and I 
‘the most beloved of all was{iTwo Little, Was & 


able sale, particularly in the South, It § 
first ran serially in St, Nicholas Magazine, - 
and then came “Red Rock,2a Novel of : 
‘Reconstrpétion” and“, E.' 
Soldier.” Hix last ook 
Ushed the day af ‘his 
Dr, George W. Bagby, father of Miss 
4 Ellen’ Bagby,, of this city, Was a writer 
“Thomas Nelson Page liked'and admired. He 
1910 edition 
of Dr.-Bagby's widely read book, (An Old 
Virginia Gentlenian,” arid sald.among all 
Virginia writers few have had: ‘the love to 
feel and the gift to portray. ‘the Virginia 
_ life as Dr, Bagby had. He viasit ‘the first to 
picture Virgini ‘she was.” 


Sens Page married 


comparatively., small Eollection ‘of books 
gave! fotitlte plessuresin the’ nineties to 
many Richmond men snd Women, Later, he 
maried Florence jeld, widow of 
Honry Field, of Chicago."Asthe did not wish 
to live injthe Windy City‘and she had no 
reat wat Tor: Flehhid, ‘hey com 

Serna ae his history 


he 
although the wo Pages 
lose! friends, 


